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TAC Attack is not directive in nature. Recommendations are intended to comply with existing directives. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily the positions of TAC or USAF. Mishap information does not identify the persons, places or
units involved and may not be construed as incriminating under Article 31 of the UCM.J. Photos and artwork are representative and
not necessarily of the people or equipment involved.

Contributions are encouraged, as are comments and criticism. We reserve the right to edit all manuscripts for readability and
good taste. Write the Editor, TAC Attack, HQ TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA 23665-5563; or call AUTOVON 574-3658.

Distribution F(X) is controlled by TAC/SEP through the PDO, based on a ratio of 1 copy per 10 persons assigned. DOD units
other than USAF have no fixed ratio; requests will be considered individually.

Subsecriptions for readers outside DOD are available from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402. All correspondence on subscription service should be directed to the Superintendent, not to TAC/SEP.
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TAC Attack (ISSN 0494-0380) is pub-
lished monthly by HQ TAC/SEP, Lang-
ley AF'B, VA. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to TAC Attack,
TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA
23665-5563. Second-class postage paid
at Hampton, Virginia, and additional
mailing offices.
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Maj Dan Runyan
TAC Flight Safety

his article may seem more

appropriate for “Ripley’s
Believe it or Not,” rather than
TAC Attack. One of our F-16s
recently experienced a bird
strike, but this was no ordinary
bird. It first struck and blocked
the pitot tube, giving the pilot
ADC, Flight Control, and DUAL
FC fail lights. It then went down
the engine intake, causing the
EEC light to illuminate along
with a corresponding loss of
thrust. Along the way it
damaged the nose gear exten-
sion mechanism so when the
pilot configured for landing, the
nose gear would not extend. The
avionics warning light il-
luminated and, for no apparent
reason, the main generator drop-
ped off the line with subsequent
activation of the EPU. This bird
exacted a high price for its
death!

The point of this article
is not about bird strikes
and F16s, It’s about
compound EPs and how to
handle them, something
we all need to rethink
every now and then.
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Blasting caps are
dangerous

MSgt Gary R. Reniker
442 TFW
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO

Iread in the newspaper recently where some
inquisitive children found a blasting cap and
were “showing it off”’ to their peers. Fortunately,
one of the bystanders knew enough to recognize
what it was and notified the authorities before any
harm was done.

Such blasting caps are sometimes lost or stolen,
and when children subsequently find and play
with them, explosions frequently occur and injury
or death may occur. When a cap explodes, hun-
dreds of small pieces of metal fly out in all

30

directions—sometimes as much as 200 feet.

Comparatively few persons know what a blast-
ing cap looks like. Blasting caps are small copper
or aluminum cylinders about as big as a lead pen-
cil between one and six inches long. They contain
a highly sensitive explosive substance used to ex-
plode dynamite for mining, quarrying and con-
struction purposes.

There are two kinds of caps. The “ordinary” cap
is exploded by sparks from a burning fuse inserted
in one end of the cap. The other kind of cap is an
electric blasting cap. It has two wires coming out
of one end. These two wires are connected by a
very thin wire that is sunk in the explosive charge
in the cap. When electric current is applied, the
thin wire becomes red hot and detonates the cap.

The explosives in blasting caps are very sensi-
tive so that they will be sure to detonate the dyna-
mite charge. An experienced person knows how to
handle them safely, but in the hands of an inex-
perienced person they are extremely dangerous.

Children and adults alike should know what a
blasting cap looks like and what great damage it
can do. If one is found, it should be left alone.
Other people around the vicinity should be
warned and a report made to authorities so that
any blasting caps can be disposed of properly.
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CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
» QUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

TACS TOP 5 thru MAY 1989

» (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL)

Ist AF 12th AF

474 TFW
507 TAIRCW 37 TFW

318 FIS

1 TFW 49 TFW
4 TEW 24 COMPW
347 TEW 355 TIW

110 TASG 482 TFW USAFTAWC
138 TFG 924 TFG USAFTFWC
177 FIG 906 TFG :

114 TFG 507 TFG
155 TRG 917 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUMMULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

GEAETSETE ELRErEFIR ETR £ ST 15 i s |

| Frgof 00 ] oo JooJoofooJoooofool | [ | |

T EFRELE s R N W RN ST T R T

L 0CT_{ NOV | DEC [ JAN | FEB | MAR [ APR | MAY | JUN | JUL | AUG I SEP |
UNITED STATES PRINTING OFFICE: 1988 - 1989 625-031/7









